
Veterans’ survivors may be entitled to burial at a national cemetery and/or a cemetery marker free of charge. If the
person who passed is receiving disability pension or dies in a V.A. hospital, there may be limited reimbursement of
certain funeral costs. Please ask your funeral counselor for more details.

If your loved one was a Veteran, please bring his/her discharge papers (such as form #DDS214) to your appoint-
ment.

Your funeral counselor will submit an SSA-721 Statement of Death to Social Security, but they also require the 
family to contact them. A phone call will usually be sufficient, but in certain circumstances they may require an 
in-person appointment at the local Social Security office of the decedent’s residence. They will inform the caller of
that requirement. They usually do not require a certified copy of the death certificate.

There is a nominal one-time benefit for a qualified surviving spouse or dependent child only. Ask your funeral 
counselor for the current benefit amount.
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